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The Nutcracker Story
Based upon E.T.A. HoffmannÕs Story The Nutcracker and the Mouse King

Act I

It is Christmas Eve and Councillor Von Stahl-
�E�D�X�P�����D���F�L�W�\���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H���D�U�H���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q-
ing close friends and relatives. The StahlbaumÕs 
�K�D�Y�H���W�Z�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����)�U�L�W�]���D�Q�G���0�D�U�L�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���M�R�L�Q�H�G��
by their many friends and relatives. The children 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���P�D�Q�\���J�L�I�W�V���W�K�L�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���Z�K�H�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�J�X�H�V�W���D�U�U�L�Y�H�V�������D�Q���H�O�G�H�U�O�\���P�D�Q���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D���Z�K�L�W�H��
�Z�L�J���D�Q�G���D���S�D�W�F�K���R�Y�H�U���K�L�V���U�L�J�K�W���H�\�H�����7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H��
childrenÕs Godfather Heir Drosselmeier.

Drosselmeier intrigues the children. Drosselmeier 
is a clock maker by trade, but he also produces 
�Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�D�O���W�R�\�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�D�W��
�F�R�P�H���W�R���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���G�D�Q�F�H�����'�U�R�V�V�H�O�P�H�L�H�U���J�L�Y�H�V���0�D�U�L�H��
�D�Q�G���)�U�L�W�]���D���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���G�R�O�O���D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z�V���0�D�U�L�H��
�K�R�Z���W�R���X�V�H���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���W�R���F�U�D�F�N���Q�X�W�V�����)�U�L�W�]��
�L�V���M�H�D�O�R�X�V���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���I�U�R�P���0�D�U�L�H��
�D�Q�G���E�U�H�D�N�V���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U�¶�V���W�H�H�W�K���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���W�U�L�H�V��
to make the doll crack a very large nut. Dros-
�V�H�O�P�H�L�H�U���D�Q�G���0�D�U�L�H���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���U�H�S�D�L�U���W�K�H���1�X�W-
cracker. As the party comes to an end, the guests 
dance ÒThe GrandfatherÕs DanceÓ a traditional 
German folk dance.

�$�I�W�H�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���K�D�V���O�H�I�W���0�D�U�L�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�L�Y-
�L�Q�J���U�R�R�P���W�R���V�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U���K�H�U���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���D�Q�G���V�K�H��
falls asleep on the couch. Drosselmeier appears 
�D�Q�G���D�V���W�K�H���F�O�R�F�N���V�W�U�L�N�H�V���W�Z�H�O�Y�H�����0�D�U�L�H���G�U�H�D�P�V���W�K�D�W��
she sees many mice scampering through the living 
room. The living room transforms as the Christ-
�P�D�V���W�U�H�H���J�U�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���O�L�I�H���V�L�]�H���W�R�\���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���E�D�W�W�O�H���W�K�H���P�L�F�H���D�Q�G���0�R�X�V�H���.�L�Q�J�����7�K�H��
�1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U�¶�V���D�U�P�\���U�H�W�U�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U��
�L�V���R�Y�H�U���S�R�Z�H�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���0�R�X�V�H���.�L�Q�J�����,�Q���D�Q���D�F�W���R�I��
�G�H�V�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�D�U�L�H���W�K�U�R�Z�V���K�H�U���V�O�L�S�S�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���0�R�X�V�H��
�.�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�S�H�O�O���S�O�D�F�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���E�\���W�K�H��
�0�R�X�V�H���.�L�Q�J�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�V���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���E�U�R�N�H�Q�����7�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N-
�H�U���L�V���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�H���K�H���R�Q�F�H���Z�D�V�������+�H��
�O�H�D�G�V���0�D�U�L�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���/�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���6�Q�R�Z�À�D�N�H�V���R�Q��
�W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���/�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���6�Z�H�H�W�V��



Act II

�7�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���$�F�W���W�D�N�H�V���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���/�D�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H��
�6�Z�H�H�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���3�D�O�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�X�J�D�U�S�O�X�P���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P����
�7�K�H���6�X�J�D�U�S�O�X�P���)�D�L�U�\���D�U�U�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�V��
�0�D�U�L�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H���W�R���K�H�U���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����7�K�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H��
�W�H�O�O�V���K�R�Z���0�D�U�L�H���V�D�Y�H�G���K�L�P���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���0�R�X�V�H���.�L�Q�J����
�0�D�U�L�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H���D�U�H���W�K�H�Q���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���D��
host of dancing treats:

Spanish dancers (Chocolate), �‡��
Arabian dancers (Coffee), �‡��
Chinese (Tea), �‡��
�0�L�U�O�L�W�R�Q�V�����0�D�U�]�L�S�D�Q�������‡��
Russian (Candy Canes), �‡��
�0�R�W�K�H�U���*�L�Q�J�H�U�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�H���3�R�O�L�F�K�L�Q�H�O�O�H�V�����‡��
�D���P�D�J�L�F�D�O���:�D�O�W�]���R�I���W�K�H���)�O�R�Z�H�U�V���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����‡��
�D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���*�U�D�Q�G���3�D�V���G�H���'�H�X�[���R�I���W�K�H���‡��
�6�X�J�D�U���3�O�X�P���)�D�L�U�\���D�Q�G���K�H�U���&�D�Y�D�O�L�H�U����

As Act II comes to an end, so does 
�0�D�U�L�H�¶�V���G�U�H�D�P���D�V���K�H�U���P�R�W�K�H�U���D�Z�D�N-
�H�Q�V���K�H�U�����%�X�W���I�R�U���0�D�U�L�H�����W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���Q�R��
�G�U�H�D�P���D�W���D�O�O�����L�W���Z�D�V���D�O�O���Y�H�U�\���U�H�D�O��



�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���D�G�X�O�W�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���V�L�J�K�W���R�I���P�H�Q���L�Q���W�L�J�K�W�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�I���W�L�J�K�W�V��
�L�V���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�����%�D�O�O�H�W���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���U�R�\�D�O���F�R�X�U�W�V���R�I���,�W�D�O�\���D�Q�G���)�U�D�Q�F�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����������V��
�D�Q�G�����������V�����$�W���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H�����Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�R�U�H���O�R�Q�J�����K�H�D�Y�\���V�N�L�U�W�V���D�Q�G���P�H�Q���Z�R�U�H���S�X�I�I�\���V�K�R�U�W���S�D�Q�W�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�U�X�Q�N��
�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K���V�W�R�F�N�L�Q�J�V�������'�D�Q�F�H�U�V���Z�R�U�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�������$�V���W�L�P�H���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q�����W�K�H���V�N�L�U�W�V���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���E�H�F�D�P�H��
�V�K�R�U�W�H�U���D�Q�G���O�L�J�K�W�H�U���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H�P���P�R�U�H���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���D���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�Q�F�\���I�R�R�W���Z�R�U�N�����%�D�O�O�H�W��
�G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�I���P�H�Q���E�H�F�D�P�H���P�R�U�H���D�W�K�O�H�W�L�F�����Z�L�W�K���O�L�I�W�V�����O�H�D�S�V���D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q�V�����:�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���P�H�Q���Q�H�H�G�H�G���O�H�V�V��
�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Y�H���F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R�R�����+�H�Q�F�H�����W�K�H�\���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���Z�H�D�U���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�\�����I�R�U�P���¿�W�W�L�Q�J���O�H�R�W�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���W�L�J�K�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�O-
�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��

Leotard ���$���R�Q�H���S�L�H�F�H�����¿�W�W�H�G���J�D�U�P�H�Q�W�����P�D�G�H���R�I��
�D���O�L�J�K�W���V�W�U�H�W�F�K���I�D�E�U�L�F���W�K�D�W���¿�W�V���O�L�N�H���D���V�H�F�R�Q�G���V�N�L�Q��
�W�R���F�R�Y�H�U���D���G�D�Q�F�H�U�¶�V���W�R�U�V�R�����/�H�R�W�D�U�G�V���D�U�H���Z�R�U�Q��
for class and rehearsal so that the teacher may 
�V�H�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���P�X�V�F�O�H�V���D�Q�G��
�M�R�L�Q�W�V����

Tights ���W�L�J�K�W�O�\���N�Q�L�W���O�H�J���F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�V���Z�R�U�Q���E�\���E�R�W�K��
�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���E�D�O�O�H�W��

Toe Shoe ���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���E�D�O�O�H�W���V�K�R�H�V���Z�R�U�Q���E�\���E�D�O-
�O�H�U�L�Q�D�V���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H�P���W�R���G�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W�V��
of their toes. These slippers have a hardened 
�E�R�[�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���P�D�G�H���R�I�������O�D�\�H�U�V���R�I���I�D�E�U�L�F���J�O�X�H�G��
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����7�K�L�V���³�E�R�[�´���J�R�H�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�R�H�V���W�R��
help support and protect the tips of the bal-
lerinaÕs toes. Ribbons help to keep the shoes 
on the feet. But the ballerinaÕs feet also get 
support from her ankle and leg muscles. She 
�K�D�V���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�V���W�R��
strengthen her legs, ankles, and feet. Student 
�G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���P�D�\���Q�R�W���Z�H�D�U���³�W�R�H���V�K�R�H�V�´���X�Q�W�L�O���D�J�H��������
�R�U�����������*�L�U�O�V���D�U�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���D���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���R�O�G�H�U���E�H-
�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R�H���V�K�R�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�R��
perform on stage.

Tutu  a ballerinaÕs skirt, made of several layers 
�R�I���¿�Q�H���Q�H�W���O�L�N�H���I�D�E�U�L�F���F�D�O�O�H�G���³�W�X�O�O�H�´�����S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G��
ÒtoolÓ). The short kind is called a ÒpancakeÓ, the 
longer ÒromanticÓ.

Word Bank

Why are the men wearing tights?



The Music
�7�+�(���1�8�7�&�5�$�&�.�(�5���6�8�,�7�(���%�<���3�(�7�(�5���,�/�<�,�&�+���7�&�+�$�,�.�2�9�6�.�<
�%�R�U�Q�����0�D�\���������������������.�D�P�V�N�R���9�R�W�N�L�Q�V�N�����5�X�V�V�L�D
�'�L�H�G�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������������������6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�V�E�X�U�J�����5�X�V�V�L�D

�,�Q���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���Z�R�U�G�V������

�5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�U�����3�H�W�H�U���,�O�\�L�F�K�7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\���E�H�J�D�Q���S�L�D�Q�R���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���D�W���D�J�H���������$�I�W�H�U���D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�L�Q�J���K�L�V��
parents to a piano concert, he complained that he could not sleep because the music stuck in his 
�K�H�D�G�������7�K�R�X�J�K���K�H���Z�D�V���P�X�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���J�L�I�W�H�G���7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\�¶�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���V�H�Q�W���K�L�P���W�R���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O�������$�W���Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q���K�H��
�W�R�R�N���D���M�R�E���D�V���D���E�X�U�H�D�X���F�O�H�U�N�������7�K�R�X�J�K���K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���K�D�U�G�����K�H���K�D�W�H�G���K�L�V���M�R�E�������0�X�V�L�F���Z�D�V���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���K�L�P��
and he began composing.

�7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\���L�V���E�H�V�W���N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�R�U���K�L�V���E�D�O�O�H�W�V���D�Q�G���V�\�P�S�K�R�Q�L�H�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���Z�U�R�W�H���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���À�X�W�H��
�S�D�U�W�V�������+�L�V���R�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O���D�Q�G���W�R�X�F�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�������7�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\��
�D���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�X�U�����E�X�W���K�D�V���Q�R�Z���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q��
   
�7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\���L�V���V�D�L�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D�U�J�X�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G���Z�K�R���Z�D�J�H�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�U���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���Z�U�L�W�H���D��
melody based on the notes of the scale in an octave in sequence. Tchaikovsky asked if it mattered 
�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���Q�R�W�H�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���D�V�F�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�U���G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�U�G�H�U�����D�Q�G���Z�D�V���D�V�V�X�U�H�G���L�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W�����7�K�L�V���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���$�G�D�J�L�R���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���*�U�D�Q�G���S�D�V���G�H���G�H�X�[�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�D�O�W�]���R�I���W�K�H���)�O�R�Z�H�U�V���


�2�Q�H���Q�R�Y�H�O�W�\���L�Q���7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\�¶�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���V�F�R�U�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�O�H�V�W�D�����D���Q�H�Z���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W���7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\��
�K�D�G���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���L�Q���3�D�U�L�V�����+�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���L�W���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���6�X�J�D�U�S�O�X�P���)�D�L�U�\���W�R���F�K�D�U�D�F-
�W�H�U�L�]�H���K�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���L�W�V���³�K�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\���V�Z�H�H�W���V�R�X�Q�G�´�����7�F�K�D�L�N�R�Y�V�N�\���Z�D�V���S�U�R�X�G���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�O�H�V�W�D�¶�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�����D�Q�G��
�Z�D�Q�W�H�G���L�W�V���P�X�V�L�F���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�����E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H���F�R�X�O�G��
�E�H���³�V�F�R�R�S�H�G���´���(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�D�V���H�Q�F�K�D�Q�W�H�G��

�2�W�K�H�U���:�R�U�N�V��
�����R�S�H�U�D�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���(�X�J�H�Q�H���2�Q�H�J�L�Q�����������������D�Q�G���3�L�T�X�H���'�D�P�H�����7�K�H��
�4�X�H�H�Q���R�I���6�S�D�G�H�V��������������
�����E�D�O�O�H�W�V�����6�Z�D�Q���/�D�N�H�������������������7�K�H���6�O�H�H�S�L�Q�J���%�H�D�X�W�\�����������������D�Q�G��
�7�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U��������������
�2�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�O���P�X�V�L�F�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�������V�\�P�S�K�R�Q�L�H�V�����1�R���������������������1�R��������
�������������1�R���������������������1�R���������������������1�R���������������������1�R�������³�3�D�W�K�p�W�L�T�X�H�´����
�������������0�D�Q�I�U�H�G�����������������������S�L�D�Q�R���F�R�Q�F�H�U�W�R�V���������Y�L�R�O�L�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�U�W�R���D�Q�G��
�V�\�P�S�K�R�Q�L�F���S�R�H�P�V���D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�W�X�U�H�V�����5�R�P�H�R���D�Q�G���-�X�O�L�H�W��������������
Chamber and keyboard music, choral music and songs

�
���K�W�W�S�������E�R�R�N�V���J�R�R�J�O�H���F�R�P���E�R�R�N�V�"�L�G� �G�M�L���:�H�T�M���W���&�	�S�U�L�Q�W�V�H�F� �I�U�R�Q�W�F�R�Y�H�U�	�G�T� �1�X
�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���1�D�W�L�R�Q�	�K�O� �H�Q�	�V�U�F� �E�P�U�U�	�H�L� �$�E�Q�L�7�/�7�\�,�V�:�F�O�J�H�U�P�D�Q�D�$�Z�	�V�D� �;�	�R�L� �E�R
�R�N�B�U�H�V�X�O�W�	�F�W� �U�H�V�X�O�W�	�U�H�V�Q�X�P� ���	�Y�H�G� ���&�'�4�4���$�(�Z�$�$���Y� �R�Q�H�S�D�J�H�	�T�	�I� �I�D�O�V�H



�%�D�O�O�H�W�����L�V���D�Q���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���G�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U�P���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���W�R���P�X�V�L�F���X�V�L�Q�J���S�U�H�F�L�V�H���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K�O�\���I�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H�G���V�H�W���V�W�H�S�V���D�Q�G��
�J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V�����&�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O���E�D�O�O�H�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�H�G���L�Q���5�H�Q�D�L�V�V�D�Q�F�H���,�W�D�O�\�����G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�H�����(�Q�J-
�O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�������D�Q�G���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�W�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���I�R�U�P���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����L�V���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�]�H�G���E�\���O�L�J�K�W����
�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O�����À�X�L�G���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���S�R�L�Q�W�H���V�K�R�H�V�������3�R�L�Q�W�H���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q���R�X�W���P�D�N�H���E�D�O�O�H�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W��
from all other dance forms.  Highly trained dancers perform ballets that are choreographed and set to 
music using mime, acting, and combinations of dance steps.
 

Word Bank
Arabesque �����$���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���E�D�O�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�Q���R�Q�H���O�H�J���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���O�H�J���L�V���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G�����X�V�X�D�O�O�\�����W�R��
the back.

Attitude ���$���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�G�\�����U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���D�U�D�E�H�V�T�X�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���O�H�J���L�V���E�H�Q�W���D�W���W�K�H��
knee.

Ballerina  a female ballet dancer.

Barre ���D���K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�W�D�O���E�D�U���D�W���Z�D�L�V�W���O�H�Y�H�O���R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���E�D�O�O�H�W���G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���U�H�V�W���D���K�D�Q�G���I�R�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���H�[�H�U-
cises.

Corps de Ballet ���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���D���E�D�O�O�H�W���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���Z�K�R���G�D�Q�F�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�V���D���J�U�R�X�S

Danseur  a male ballet dancer

Develope ���$���G�p�Y�H�O�R�S�p���L�V���G�R�Q�H���E�\���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�R�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�V�W�X�U�H���O�H�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���E�H�Q�G�V���D�W���W�K�H���N�Q�H�H���D�Q�G��
hip) up the front, side, or back of the supporting leg, until it reaches knee height. It is then ÒunfoldedÓ 
�W�R���L�W�V���I�X�O�O���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����H�L�W�K�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���V�L�G�H���R�U���E�D�F�N���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�Q�F�H�U�¶�V���E�R�G�\��

En Pointe �����R�Q���S�R�L�Q�W���±�$���E�D�O�O�H�U�L�Q�D���G�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�H�U���W�R�H�V���Z�K�L�O�H���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�R�H���V�K�R�H�V��

Grand Battement ���D���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���E�R�W�K���O�H�J�V���D�U�H���N�H�S�W���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���O�H�J���L�V���N�L�F�N�H�G���R�X�W�Z�D�U�G��
from the body and in again.

Jete ���D���M�X�P�S���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���D���G�D�Q�F�H�U���V�S�U�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���R�Q�H���I�R�R�W���W�R���O�D�Q�G���R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���O�H�J���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���R�X�W-
�Z�D�U�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���Z�K�L�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���D�L�U��

Pantomine ���D���I�R�U�P���R�I���D�F�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�D�O���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���Z�R�U�G�V���W�R��
convey the story. Ballet dancers frequently use pantomime to help tell the story of a ballet.

Pas���0�H�D�Q�V���V�W�H�S���R�U���G�D�Q�F�H

Pas de Deux ���G�D�Q�F�H�V���G�R�Q�H���E�\���W�Z�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����X�V�X�D�O�O�\���D���P�D�Q���D�Q�G���D���Z�R�P�D�Q�����7�K�H���6�X�J�D�U���3�O�X�P��
�)�D�L�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U���3�U�L�Q�F�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���D���S�D�V���G�H���G�H�X�[���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���$�F�W���,�,���R�I���W�K�H���1�X�W�F�U�D�F�N�H�U��

Pirouette ���/�L�W�H�U�D�O�O�\���P�H�D�Q�V���³�Z�K�L�U�O�L�J�L�J���´���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�Q���R�O�G���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q�H�G���Q�D�P�H���I�R�U���D���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���W�R�S�����3�L�U�R�X�H�W�W�H���L�V��
�Q�R�Z���X�V�H�G���W�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���P�D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���W�X�U�Q�V���W�K�D�W���G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���G�R���H�L�W�K�H�U���R�Q���G�H�P�L���S�R�L�Q�W�����R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H��
�I�R�R�W�����R�U���R�Q���I�X�O�O���S�R�L�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�����R�Q���W�K�H���W�L�S�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�H�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���S�R�L�Q�W�H���V�K�R�H�V����

Plie ���0�R�V�W���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���E�D�O�O�H�W���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H���E�H�J�L�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���D���S�O�L�p�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D���E�H�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�W�F�K���R�I��
�W�K�H���K�L�S�����N�Q�H�H�����D�Q�G���D�Q�N�O�H���M�R�L�Q�W�V�����'�H�P�L�����D�Q�G���J�U�D�Q�G���S�O�L�p�V���D�U�H���G�R�Q�H���D�V���D�Q���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���D�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I��
�W�K�H���E�D�U�U�H���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���D�U�H���G�R�Q�H���D�V���K�D�O�I���E�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���I�X�O�O���E�H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���N�Q�H�H��

Spotting ���G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���R�Q�H���V�S�R�W���D�V���W�K�H�\���W�X�U�Q�����7�K�L�V���K�H�O�S�V���W�K�H�P���D�Y�R�L�G���G�L�]�]�L�Q�H�V�V��

Turnout  The characteristic that most distinguishes ballet from other forms of dance. It refers to the 
�R�X�W�Z�D�U�G���U�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�J�V���L�Q���W�K�H���K�L�S���V�R�F�N�H�W�����V�R���W�K�D�W���L�I���R�Q�H���Z�H�U�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���D�W���W�K�H���I�H�H�W���L�Q���¿�U�V�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q��
���K�H�H�O���W�R���K�H�H�O�������W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���D�S�S�H�D�U���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���O�L�Q�H��

Just What is Ballet?



A live performance is much different than sitting at home in front of your television set, so live perfor-
�P�D�Q�F�H�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�H�W���R�I���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�������+�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���I�H�Z���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V��

�������7�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���E�D�O�O�H�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H���G�L�P�P�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�J�K�W�V���,�W���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H�P���Y�H�U�\���G�D�U�N�����7�K�H��
�F�X�U�W�D�L�Q���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���J�R���X�S���\�H�W�����E�X�W���P�X�V�L�F���Z�L�O�O���V�W�D�U�W���W�R���S�O�D�\�����W�K�L�V���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���2�Y�H�U�W�X�U�H�����7�K�H���2�Y�H�U�W�X�U�H���L�V���D��
�V�D�P�S�O�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���P�X�V�L�F���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�D�U�G���D�O�O���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�������'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�U�V��
are getting to their places and getting prepared to dance.  The audience should also get ready for the 
�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���E�\���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�������2�Q�F�H���W�K�H���2�Y�H�U�W�X�U�H���H�Q�G�V�����G�D�Q�F�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���H�P�H�U�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�J�V�����R�I�I�V�W�D�J�H���D�U�H�D�V���R�Q���H�L�W�K�H�U���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�V�W�D�J�H�������7�K�H�V�H���G�D�Q�F�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�Q�F�H�U���Z�K�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�����Z�L�O�O���K�H�O�S���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���E�\���S�D�Q�W�R�P�L�P�H�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
�Q�R���V�S�R�N�H�Q���³�O�L�Q�H�V�´���L�Q���E�D�O�O�H�W�������'�D�Q�F�H�����J�H�V�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���I�D�F�L�D�O���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�����$�O�V�R�����W�K�H��
�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���V�R�X�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���P�X�V�L�F���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S���V�H�W���W�K�H���P�R�R�G���I�R�U���D���V�F�H�Q�H���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\�����7�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O��
�E�H���Q�R���Z�R�U�G�V���V�S�R�N�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�������$�O�O���Q�R�L�V�H�V�����F�D�P�H�U�D���À�D�V�K�H�V�����S�K�R�Q�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J��
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Did You Know?
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The Nutcracker Ballet
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N E U A W U R I A T E L I A O

X C G S M I T N R I H V V M I

U A A N T T S C E O E G O M S
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D A P M U G L I T A S E E T I

E L L R A E R I R E C L T Y M

D I U H S R S E K H L K R T R

S E M S W S I I H A C I E N E

A R O A E E N E B T A T B R T

P R T M D G P J C F O S U N N

D G E S N O T I L R I M X T I

D N P O L I C H I N E L L E U

T T P A N T O M I M E J E T E

T E L L A B E D S P R O C E P

BALLET CAVALIER CHRISTMAS
CORPS DE BALLET DANSEUR DIVERTISSEMENT
DROSSELMEIER FAIRY FRITZ
INTERMISSION JETE MARIE
MIRLITONS MOTHER GINGER MOUSEKING
NUTCRACKER PANTOMIME PAS DE DEUX
PIROUETTE POLICHINELLE SUGARPLUM
TIGHTS TUTU
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Ballet

Across
1. Means step or dance
2. A ballerina dancing on her toes while wearing toe shoes
3. dancers focus on one spot as they turn. This helps them avoid dizziness.
5. A female ballet dancer.
7. Literally means “whirligig,” which is an old fashioned name for a child’s top. Pirouette is now used to describe the many kinds of turns that dancers do either on demi-point (on the ball of the foot) or on full point for the women (on the tips of the toes with the support of pointe shoes).
8. A dévelopé is done by drawing the toe of the gesture leg (which bends at the knee and hip) up the front, side, or back of the supporting leg, until it reaches knee height. It is then “unfolded” to its full extension, either to the front side or back of the dancer’s body.
10. A male ballet dancer
11. A jump in which a dancer springs from one foot to land on the other with one leg extended outward from the body while in the air.
12. A position of the body balancing on one leg while the other leg is extended (usually) to the back.
13. Most movements in ballet technique begin and end with a plié, which is a bend and stretch of the hip, knee, and ankle joints. Demi- and grand-pliés are done as an exercise at the beginning of the barre work and are done as half-bends and full-bends of the knee.
14. A horizontal bar at waist level on which ballet dancers rest a hand for support during exercises.
15. The members of a ballet company who dance together as a group.
16. The characteristic that most distinguishes ballet from other forms of dance. It refers to the outward rotation of the legs in the hip socket, so that if one were to look at the feet in first position (heel to heel), they would appear to make a straight line.
Down
1. a form of acting in which gestures and facial expressions are used instead of words to convey the story. Ballet dancers frequently use pantomime to help tell the story of a ballet.
4. A movement in which both legs are kept straight and one leg is kicked outward from the body and in again.
6. A position of the body, related to the arabesque, where the extended leg is bent at the knee.
9. dances done by two people together, usually a man and a woman. The Sugar Plum Fairy and the Nutcracker Prince perform one near the end of Act II of the Nutcracker.
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